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Introduction
This thesis is to set forth the basic principles of
religious education in relation to group work projects; to
describe the project; to set up the objectives that were
striven for in group work projects carried on at the Bethle¬
hem Community Center and at Ariel Bowen Methodist Church; and
to evalimte these projects.
To name all to whom the writer is indebted for encourage¬
ment and help in carrying out these projects would require too
much space. Particularly should we like to express our appre¬
ciation to iJlr, P. A. Taylor, head of the Department of Religious
Education, Gammon Theological Seminary, who conceived the idea
of the preparation of this thesis, read the manuscript and gave
valuable suggestions concerning the content.
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Chapter I
The Basic Principles of Religious Education
Religious education is a reverent attempt to discover
the divinely ordained process hy which individuals grow toward
Christlikeness, and to work with that process*^
Secular education is based on an orderly process and this
order, instead of the haphazardness we often work with, should
be applied to religious education. This process was divinely
ordained by God, We should go about ordering this process with
reverence,
YJe should keep in mind the fact that we want the indivi¬
dual to grow "toward Christlikeness," This is the goal of the
individual's growth. There could be nothing finer than the
individiial' s becoming like Christ,
We should allow the process of Christian education to work
through us. In the workshop of the Almighty we are to seem as
gap-closers.
Keeping the foregoing in mind we should let our educational
methods revolve around the experience of the pupil and the ways
through which the broadening and controlling of that experience
can be achieved.
1. Earner, Kevin C., The Educational Work of The Church, p, 20,
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Our objectives should operate to determine the what and
how of oixr teaching needs. They indicate the direction in -vdiich
we are to proceed and the end for which we strive.
The basic principles of religious education in relation to
group work projects have been set forth by Betts and are as
follows;
In his book. How to Teach Religion Professor George
Herbert Betts states the aim in teaching religion "in three
great requirements which life itself puts upon the child and
every individual;
1. "Fruitful knowledge; knowledge of religious
truths that can be set at work in the daily
life of the child now and in the years that
lie ahead.
2. Right attitudes; the religious warmth, re¬
sponsiveness, interests, ideals, loyalties,
and enthusiasms which lead to action and to
a true sense of what is most worth while,
3. Skill in living; the power and will to use
the religious ^owledge and enthusiasm sup¬
plied by education in shaping the acts and
conduct of the daily life," *
Professor George A, Coe has offered a statement which
emphasizes the progressive realization of the aim in the life
of the pupil;
Growth of the young tomrd and into mature and efficient
devotion to the democracy of God, and happy self-realization
therein.^
1, Betts, George H., Hov^ to Teach Religion, p, 47. Abingdon
Press, New York.
2. Coe, George A., A Social Theory of Religious Education, p. 5b,
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The International Council of Religious Education through
its committee on curriculum and its committee on standards has
prepared the following comprehensiTe statement of aims;
The aim of religious education from the viewpoint of the
evangelical denominations is complete Christian living which
includes belief in God as revealed in Jesus Christ and vital
fellowship with him, personal acceptance of Christ as Saviour
and his way of life, and, membership in a Christian churchj
the Christian motive in the making of all life-choices, and
v/hole-hearted participation in and constructive contribution
to the progressive realization of a social order controlled by
Christian principles,^
Veith gives the following as his objectives;
1, Consciousness of God and relationship to him.
2, An imderstanding and appreciation of the
personality, life and teachings of Jesus
and a conscious acceptance of him and loyalty
to his cause.
3, A progressive development of Christlike
character.
4i The ability and disposition to share in the
building of a Christian social order,
5, The ability and disposition to participate
effectively in the life and work of the church,
6, A Christian interpretation of life and the
universe and the development of a Christian
philosophy of life .
1, Proposed International Standards for the Vacation Church
School, p. lb.
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7, A knowledge of the Bible and other religious
heritages of the race.l
All of the objectives are flexible and in working with
people we should keep our definition of religious education in
mind and broaden or limit them as needed.
1. Veith, Paul H., Teaching for Christian Living, pp. 29-45
Chapter II
Description of The Projects
The first project to be described held its weekly meetings
at the Bethlehem Gomiuunity Center which is located off of
McDonough Boulevard in South Atlanta on the campus of Gammon
Theological Seminary. This Community Center serves the South
Atlanta Coiamunity and the surrounding area.
The South Atlanta community is thickly populated. These
people are mostly below the average economically. There are
/
various elements, such as, snail hov/dy cafes, wine and beer
stores, and other places of vice, that serve to help warp the
lives of the men, women and children of the conuaunity.
There are numerous educational facilities in the community.
There is a grammar school, a junior high school, a vocational
school, the Gammon Theological Seminary and five churches, besides
the Bethlehem Community Center.
There are no parks in this community, but there is a
recreational program carried on at the grammar school. This
does not provide for all age groups. It has been mentioned that
the people are economically below the average—that means that
most of the parents are out working. The children are left on
their own to find their own recreation, their own past-times.
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These children need recreational guidance such as a conunxinity
center can provide.
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Though this community is densely populated, and most of
the d-wellings are delapidated, it will be found that approxi¬
mately sixty per cent of the population are home owners. The
writer made visits in homes where five to eight people lived
in two rooms. All members of the family are accommodated in
these rooms besides the kin,. The conditions of the various
homes visited ranged from poor to good.
The above paragraphs, while not giving us a clear picture
of the children, throws some light on the background of the mem¬
bers of this club. Knovj-ing this background material will give
a better understanding to the problems which arise in the group.
The Bethlehem Comm\mity Center vreis set up five years ago
to help meet the prevailing needs of the comiaunity through
wholesome, supervised, recreational activities. Clubs were
organized with relation to age grouping and a kindergarten.
The Bethlehem Center has several rooms vAioh have been
designated to be used as a parlor, library, recreation room,
office, game room, shop, kitchen, etc. This project, known as
tha Jolly-Makers Club, met in the game room at first, but was
later shifted into the shop.
The game room made an ideal meeting place. It had been
recently decorated; the vreills were painted blue and the drapes
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at the windows were of the Jolly-Makers own club work. There
were several long tables and comfortable chairs. There was a
display cabinet in this room where products made by the club
could be exhibited.
The move into the shop made for better working conditions,
as the long tables v/ere made of coarser material than those in
the game room, and there was less worry about spilling the
paints or scarring the tops. But the surroundings in the shop
were not as pleasant as those in the game room.
During the past suinmer the enrollment of the club had
reached eleven but so.iie of these teen-agers had gone away for
the winter so the average attendance was from five to seven.
There vreis an age span in the group of 7 years: from lb to 19
years. One of the girls was married. She was 17 years old.
Every knovm type of personality was to be found in this group
in a more or less pronounced form. The narrative reports that
the writer was required to keep gave her a good oha.nce to check
on the reactions of the various personalities and enabled her
to decide the best method of dealing with them in future meetings.
The Jolly-Makers Club met every Thursday night at seven
o’clock. Since we were dealing with teen-agers, we t?iought that
it would be a good idea to have club on 'dance night* but this
v/as disproved. The music from the recreation room would dis¬
turb the club members during their last half-hour. They would
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They v/ould want to get out to go dancing.
The second project held its weekly meeting at the /uriel
Bowen Methodist Church v/hich is located in what is knovm as the
Pittsburgh Area, of Atlanta, Georgia. In the well lighted base¬
ment of the church a group of boys and girls assembled eachweek.
There is adequate space in this basement for the assembling
of the 66 children that are on roll. This group included girls
and boys ranging from 2 to 19 years.
The leaders led in a worship service and then each one
took over a group. This basement is sufficiently large for the
groups to be v/ell spaced, /iround the v/alls are screens that may
be used for sectioning the basement if such is needed. The
following facilities: a piano, hymnals for youth, and a kitchen,
are in ready use for regular meetings, social activities, etc.
This church is located in an average community. About
65 per cent of the homes are oiwied by their occupants. There
are numerous business places, churches, and a grammar school in
the vicinity of this church.
After the study groups, the children are usually taken
out for outdoor recreation. There is a closet in the basement
used for the storing of recreational materials.
Chapter III
Objectives Set Up for These Projects
The Jolly-Iilakers Club, of the Bethlehem Community Center,
consisted of a group of girls who were interested in working with
their hands. The first and foremost objective of this club, then,
was to teach religious education through craft. The two major
objectives set forth for this club there, were: (1) to teach
Christlikeness through cooperation; and (2) to help them learn
to do better those things which they wanted to do any way.
Contact with the type of individmls that a community such
as South Atlanta was described as being will not serve to deve¬
lop a spirit of cooperation. Self-preservation, that first law
of nature, will more likely keep in the foreground. Since it is
known that everyday experiences present abundant opportunity for
guidance that will lead to the child's discovering things for
himself, it was hoped that through proper guidance the spirit of
cooperation would be developed. Every growing personality must
discover again and again new riches of spiritual reality in
everyday experiences.
The secondary objectives were:
(1) To provide opportixnities for growth through construc¬
tive activities. Through conversation or discussion periods
it is possible to learn that your particular group is interested
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in a special activity. They might want to know the process of
making tin cans. It would be wise for the leader to determine
the depth of interest and if it is great enough, to arrange for
the whole group to visit a plant and to help in the process of
can making to as great a degree as possible,
(2) To learn to work with people. The participation of
the different personality types in the club activities would
provide opportimity for this.
(3) To have self-respect and respect for the rights of
others,
(4) To be sensitive to the worth of people. These two
objectives can best be tested through practice. They will
learn to be able to integrate themselves into the group,
(5) To gain vocational values.
(6) To take what you have and na,ke what you want,
(7) To show originality.
(8) To develop a power for mastery.
Religious education seeks to interpret the experience of
growing persons in terms of their relation to God and the im-
plication of this relationship for individual and social living!
Over at Ariel Bowen Methodist Church, a class of boys and
girls met weekly to participate in a discussion of a unit on,
"»fe Hear Stories of Jesus," The time after the discussion
1. Veith, Paul H., Teaching for Christian Living, p, 19.
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period was used for recreation. The major objectives for this
unit were (1) to discover how Jesus showed God's love; and (2)
to find ways of being friendly and loving like Jesus.
These children had a background knowledge of the life of
Jesus from their Church School work. Therefore, it was neces¬
sary that care should be taken in the presentation of this unit.
They were not supposed to feel that their old basic ideas were
being torn down but they were to get new impressions about Chris¬
tian living. Through study and experience they were to learn
that the ideals of the religious life are not a part from, but
a part of every day living.
The secondary objectives were;
(1) To arouse a growing appreciation of the f®tk that
Jesus carae to show God's love; an earnest desire to be friendly
and loving like Jesus.
(2) To arouse an appreciation of the love of Jesus for
little children, resulting in a corresponding love for Him,
(3) To arouse an appreciation of the helpfulness of Jesus.
(4) To arouse an appreciation of the Bible Stories about
Jesus,
Who can measure the potentialities that lie hidden in
the soul of a childl Religious education is but a process of
unfolding and bringing into action the powers and capacities
with which the life at the beginning was endowed by its Creator,^
1. Betts, G. H., How to Teach Religion, p. 30.
Chapter IV
Program in Action
The writer was given a project at the Bethlehem Community
Center, This project was the Jolly-iVIakers Club, This club,
whose objectives have been stated earlier, was started in the
summer of 1947, The leader had been handed a list of nine names
of teen-age girls who had been members of the club. The leaders
had contacted those on the list through telephone calls, cards
and visits. On the first meeting date in October the leader
went to the club room eagerly to await the arrival of the
members, but none of them came. It is thought that this was
so because they had lost the meeting habit. It was decided
that further contact would be made.
Further contact brought some success and at the next
meeting two of those listed as members of the club showed up
with a new member. The first part of the hour was used to get
re-acquainted and for conversation. The leader asked the two
former members to give the merits and demerits of the former
club.
These two members suggested that the name of the club be
changed. It was thought that the name was toochildish. The
writer regrets to say that the name of the club had not been
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changed when her meetings with the club terminated. But at
this time it was suggested that new names for the club be
submitted. The girls volunteered to bring their own materials
if they could make and keep projects made from them. It was
decided that the club would be organized at the next meeting.
The girls told the leader that there were games in the game
library that they liked to play at the end of club houirs.
During the month of November the club progressed. The
first meeting of the month was given over to games, since the
club was meeting in the game room and some teen-age boys were
present. There was an exhibit in the game room and the attention
of the girls was called to the items on display.
At the next meeting all of the girls did a little cro¬
cheting, They had been doing some of this work at school and
so they were interested in continuing this in club work. The
leader told the group to expect individual projects at the next
meeting.
At this next meeting we had a demonstration of stencil
painting and then we all proceeobd to try to do same. After a
great deal of smearing we had a satisfactory feeling of having
done something when we saw our paintings take shape.
This project proved so interesting that club meeting
period was up almost before we could realize it. The club
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members enjoyed stencil painting so much that it ■was decided
that we would bring our oym pieces of material to paint next
tiiae.
Seven o’clock seemed a poor meeting hour for the clubj
the members insisted on drifting in late. On this first meeting
date in December, they drifted in one at a time. Each one
brought a piece and proceeded to stencil paint, A girl had to
attend three meetings to be considered a member of the club, so
we had two visitors at this meeting. One of these girls,
named Ruby, kept saying she hoped her ■work would come out all
right. She kept saying, 'I hope I don’t mess this up,’ ’I
bet this won't be right,’ The leader thought that this denoted
a doubt of self and doubt of ability. Sureness was to be built
up in Ruby by allov/ing her to do several projects. The desired
results would build self-confidence.
It has been mentioned that this was the first meeting
in December, Another girl, Mary, said that she ■was going to
buy some pieces made of white material and decorate them for
Christmas presents. The leader thought this is a good time to
steer the conversation around to the meaning of Christmas; but
those present did not respond to her hints and promptings. The
idea of finger painting ■was introduced at this meeting and was
taken up at the next meeting.
The next meeting ■was the last one in December, and, though
we did not know it then, the last one for the club under the
■writer. This meeting was well attended and the girls responded
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well, doing both stencil painting and finger painting. The
group had been using bought patterns but they were doing so well
and seemed to like stencil painting so much that it was decided
that we would make our own patterns at the next meeting.
The program directress of the Bethlehem Center was
especially helpful during these loonths, giving time, counoiling
and teaching stencil painting, finger painting and pattern
making to the leader and the group.
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The Ariel Bowen Group
The group at Ariel Bowen Methodist Church was already-
organized and doing craft work at the church. The writer went
in and took this class and introduced a unit called "We Hear
Stories of Jesus," There was a group of about fifteen youths
of both sexes at the first meeting. This meeting -was used to
finish up work on their craft projects and for out-door recrea¬
tion.
At the next of the -two meetings in February the first
session of the unit was introduced. This one -was "We Think Of
The Baby Jesus and How He Lived as A Boy", The objectives of
this unit were stated in Chapter II, The group refers to their
knowledge of the Nativity story and makes this an interesting
story session. The session yras ended with the group learning
a song that -was nev/ to them. The song, "Baby Jesus", seemed to
appeal to them all.
At the first of the four sessions in I&iroh we introduced
the second session of the unit. This one was "¥a Talk About
Jesus' Love for Children," The idea of Jesus' kindness to
children and everyone else was the center of this discussion.
Then we talked about kindness to one another. They rrere reminded
that they should practice these things they were saying about
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kindness everyday, Yle went out for recreation during the last
half hour.
The next three meetings were disrupted by the Easter
practices at the church, Y/e would take charge of the remnants
of the practices and introduce a recreational hour. The first
meeting in April was poorly attended because of rainy weather.
The group present was entertained with indoor games.
The April 7th meeting was an outdoor picnic on the campus
of Gammon Theological Seminary. The entire Wednesday afternoon
group was present with some extra ones. The group showed a
sincere appreciation of the outing. They seemed to try to re¬




The Jolly-Makers Club iwas started to give a group of
girls the opportunity for self-expression under the direction
and guidance of a worker from the Bethlehem Community Center.
Their activities included handicraft, visual education and
indoor games.
To evaluate the work of the group we must keep in mind
the objectives stated in Chapter II, After the meetings were
resiamed the inembers showed their responsiveness to crafts and
games. The members themselves suggested that we open and close
the club with a song. The selection of songs showed their
interest in a worshipful atmosphere for starting and ending
their club periods.
In doing their handicraft work the group expressed rather
mat\Are ideas in color scheming. The suggestion made by one
member of the club that their handicraft work could be used
to make things for family and friends showed a growing appre¬
ciation for their club work. The response to finger painting
and pattern making showed a developing of their creative ability
and of self confidence.
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The attendance at the club meetings would have been
better if the building had been better heated and if the club
had met in more beautiful surroundings.
The Ariel Bowen Group
This group of boys and girls was inaugurated as an ex¬
perimental project at ilriel Bowen Methodist Church under the
auspecies of the Phyllis T/heatley Branch of the YY/CA,
The activities for youth included indoor games, dramatics,
study groups, handicrafts, forums, visual education, and health
lectures.
Considering the objectives given and the actual program
as it was developed weekly an evaluation of the group would
come to this: through mental, quiet and physical games—the
majoiirty of which were chosen for a purpose, that is, to fit
into the theme and plan of each meeting, these games became
more than just aimless diversion. The games were suggested
by the children and the worker.
The children were more responsive to games and crafts
from the beginning rather than to any other part of the program.
But after being made aware of the growing fellowship that was
being developed in the group (members of which would take any
chair now rather than rushing for a special chair by a certain
person) the atmosphere changed in all phases of the project.
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Only the outline of the worship service was planned, and
this ms flexible. The group was made to feel that it was theirs
by being allowed to choose songs and prayers that were appropriate.
The group had an excellent number of talented singers in it.
They were guided to select numbers from their hymnals that were
especially appropriate and related. The writer was pleased to
note that at Easter time no special guidance was needed to direct
them to try several of the unfamiliar numbers listed under the
Passion selections and to note their interest in learning these
and other nev/ selections. During their handicraft period the
group as a whole was making sachet bags and they showed quite
mature ideas on matching colors and selecting color schemes.
The picnic helped the group gain an appreciation of nature.
It is hoped that the work of the writer v/ith this group will
cone to a suitable climax. The attendance of the group averaged
about fifteen per week until the Easter season. The Easter
practicing on the same afternoon as group meeting, seemed to
decrease the attendance.
Considering the backgrounds of the children in the groupj
considering the fact that this is a progressing experimental
program; and considering the inexperience of the field worker
in this type of work“-it is the opinion of the worker and the
other interested leaders that this experimant is working, not
to the point of perfection, but to the point of being a mean¬
ingful experience in the lives of the participating individuals.
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Reooaimendat ions
As possible aids to the students of religious education
who will follow me, I hereby make the following recommendations
(1) A craft class should be put in the curriculum.
(2) Definite projects for the students should be worked
out with the students during the second semester of the first
year,
(3) More area for the groups to express their creative
and innate abilities should be provided.
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V/e need a craft class in the curriculuLi because the teachiru^
of siuple craft and the application of all types are essential to
our teaching religious education*
Constructive activity provides opportunity for growth throueih
laakinp choices and takinp; responsibilities in the liyht of Clirist-
ian values* TJiroujyh craft children are helped to create all sorts
of lifelike situations in which they discover roany relationships*
The students who are to do project work should leave aaia.^on
for their sismaer holidays with their projects all worked out with
the head of the Departiaent* Taey should be held responsible for
patherin^ maternal and outlining units during, the holidays that
would possibily fit their situations* Yfuen they returned and rece¬
ived their scheduled acadeiaic woi’k^ all school work would start at
th'^’ sane time*
i'.Iost. of our jrcups are repaired to express themselves throu^^h
discussion* worship,, some craft and play. Vie should erplore the
fields of music and drania. isore* Llisic hiay lead on and on v;itli a
variety of interests iuto the fields of art* nature, history and
religion* And we find that if there is enough time, space and
unity in our yroups the cl:ildren will turn to draiiiatic spontaneous
play that can be oade a valuable ejpnrience*
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